











Wolf Creek Public Schools

Student Transportation Survey Responses - Transportation Department

Question 1:

To start, please tell us a bit about yourself. This information will not be used to identify you.
Are you responding in an official capacity on behalf of a stakeholder organization? [Required
question] Respondents must select one of the following options:

Yes: Go to Question 2

Question 2:

Please enter the name of the organization you represent. [Optional question].
Respondents are presented with a text box, which they can feave blank if they choose,
Text Box: Woif Creek School Division No.72

Question 3 - 7: Responses if you are answering as a parent or individual.

Question 8:

How well do you understand how student transportation works where you live? Please use a
scale from one to seven, where one means you don't understand it at all, four means
understand it somewhat, and seven means you understand it very well. [Required question]
Respondents are presented with a grid, and must select a number between one and seven
to self-rate their understanding.

Rating : 7

Commentary: This does depend on who may be responding but it was felt that the
Transportation Department was pretty well versed in understanding.

Question 9:
What do you think is the most important issue currently facing student transportation in the
school system? [Required question, open-ended]

Respondents are presented with a text box with a character limit of 2000, and they must
enter a response to continue.

Text Box:
e Adequate funding ta transport students
e Funding caiculation can result in large decreases in funding for small changes in
student numbers i.e density rate student numbers can cause quite a change if
maximums hit.
¢ Some Boards are utilizing other funding or reserves to transport ineligible students
when other Boards do not have funding to do this.
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Student Transportation Survey Responses - Transportation Department

Question 10:

There are a number of ways the schoo! transportation system can serve students, parents
and caregivers. Please rank the following five options from most to least desirable. Rank the
most desirable option as "one"” and the least desirable option as “five.” [Required Question]
Respondents are presented with a list of the following options. Next to each option, they
must enter a rank for each. They must rank each option to continue, and cannot rank two
items the same. These options are randomized.

3 A transportation system that is available to all, regardless of circumstances, with no
user fees or eligibility criteria. All students would have access to student transportation
services no matter where they live, how old they are, or what school they attend.
Transportation would be paid for by taxpayers and no additional fees would be charged.

Commentary:
¢ Transportation thought this might make things easier in respect of everyone rides.
This means it is just the logistics and costs of setting up transportation for all
students.
Trouble finding drivers
Additional busses needed

2 A fransportation system that is available to some students based entirely on the
distance they live from their designated school. Students who don’'t meet the eligibility
criteria may need to find alternative means to get to school or pay additional fees.

Commentary:
e Current scenario
e Flaws are that Boards are setting their own rules for transport, there are a number of
disputes on eligibility, there are different treatments between communities

1 A transportation system that is available to some students based on eligibility
criteria such as how far the student lives from their designated school, the age of the
student, student safety, whether they live in an urban or rural area. Students whao don't meet
the eligibility criteria may need to find alternative means to get to school or pay additional
fees.

Commentary:
e« Safety decisions are something we are already doing and this would provide the
authority for the rulings. This need to be same set rules for all boards.
e The age of the student should be a factor in walking distance
e Allows for additional fees if students are in-eligibie
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Student Transportation Survey Responses - Transportation Department

4 A transportation system with eligibility criteria determined entirely by local school
authorities. Students who don't meet the eligibility criteria of their local board may need fo
find atternative means to get to school or pay additiona! fees.

Commentary;
e Would like everyone to have the same rules for transportation to ensure equality
between boards.

5 No student transportation system at all, Parents or caregivers would be responsible
for getling students to school, at their own cost ,

Question 11:

Who should be the most responsible for arranging student transportation services, and
covering the costs of that transportation? [Required question]
Respondents must select one of the following options. These options are randomized:

Parents and caregivers
X__tocal school authorities
The provincial government

Commentary;
Local school authorities to arrange the transportation with adequate provincial funding is the
best option as they have the best idea of the local needs.

Preamble and background information

Preamble: Currently, most students who live 2.4 km or more from their designated school for
regular or special education programming receive student transportation services without
additional fees. Students who live closer than 2.4 kilometres (roughly a 30 minute walk), or
attend a school of choice such as Spanish bilingual programing, may be required to pay
additional fees for transportation, or may need to find a different way to get to school. The
distance a student lives from their designated school determines whether they receive
student transportation services.

To help you understand this better, here are some examples:
Example Transportation Fees
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